
What do you see? 



This is school.. 

What next??? 
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Scope 
• University entry & 

qualifications 
• HSC Myths 
• Calculation of 

ATAR & bonus 
points 

• Interstate & 
overseas study 

• Advice 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=far+side+cartoons&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.examiner.com/list/the-top-10-musical-far-side-cartoons&ei=8ZdJVdC3BafAmAW85IG4Ag&bvm=bv.92291466,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNGYiPSSBvX1edV0tvyTKOWMxOI8Bg&ust=1430972742390649


What to the following acronyms 
mean? 
• UAC 
• BOSTES  
• ATAR 
• RTO 
• AQF 
• EAS 
• UMAT 
• SAT 
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Some 
misconceptions! 





A couple of myths … 
I’ll get a better ATAR if I study more than 10 units. 
  Not necessarily, but if you have the ability it may 

be worthwhile to broaden the scope of your studies. 
 
I can work out my ATAR from my trial or HSC marks. 
  The ATAR is about position, and even high HSC 

marks don’t necessarily mean a high position and 
therefore a high ATAR. 

 
  Fred and Laura’s results show the large difference 

in ATARs arising from much smaller differences in 
HSC marks. (see p 23 of 2013 Scaling Report) 

 
      

 
 



Course HSC mark Percentile HSC mark Percentile 

Biology 70 41 80 75 

Business Studies 70 35 80 66 

English Advanced 70 10 80 45 

Mathematics 70 20 80 49 

Modern History 70 27 80 62 

Visual Arts 70 17 80 56 

ATAR 55.95 79.45 

Fred Laura 



More Myths….. 

• Choose hard courses – they will be 
“scaled up”. 

 This may be true, but if you don’t do well you 
are still likely to have a low scaled mark. 

• Choose easy courses – you will do 
better and the scaling won’t matter. 

 This may be true, but you may have to do really 
well to get a good mark. 
 



• Does my school matter? 
 NO!!! Your ATAR depends on how well you 

do. 
• Don’t choose a VET course – you won’t get 

a good ATAR. 
   False – it doesn’t matter what course you do 

… it is still possible to get a good ATAR. But 
remember that you can only include two units 
from Category B courses. 

• Choose courses with a high percentage of 
students in Band 6. 

 False – the ATAR is based on the actual 
marks you get, and is not affected by the 
percentage of students in Band 6. 
 
 





Difference between UAC 
and BOSTES 

UAC BOSTES 

Calculates the ATAR Calculates  HSC marks 
 

Scales raw marks to take away the 
differences between patterns of 
study 

Moderates assessment marks to 
take away differences between 
schools 

Reports the ATAR to NSW HSC 
students 

Reports HSC marks to NSW HSC 
students 

Processes university applications 
on behalf of participating 
institutions. 

Overseas NSW K-12 school 
curriculum and the HSC 



Overview of 2014 HSC and ATAR 

o 75 388 students completed at least one HSC course 

o   3 682 did not complete any ATAR course (BDC with exam) 

o 91.1% of the remaining pool (71 706) received the HSC 

o 77.4% (55 482) received an ATAR 

o 94.3% of those receiving an ATAR in 2014 only included 2014 courses 

o The 99.95 ATAR group studied 37 different courses out of the 118 courses 
offered 

o The median ATAR in 2014 was 68.95 

o Slightly more females (53.1%) than males in the ATAR group 

o 44.6% completed only 10 units, 33.1% did more than 10 units 

o 9 834 students received an HSC but not an ATAR 

o 11 students  who received an ATAR in 2014 were not eligible for  an HSC 



WHAT is the ATAR? 

o The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank - 
o a numerical measure of a student’s overall academic 

achievement in the HSC in relation to that of other 
students.  

o it’s about POSITION.  
o a number between 0.00 and 99.95 (only ATARs above 30 

are reported) 
o intended for use by universities to rank and select school 

leavers for admission to university 
 



ATAR calculation 

o The ATAR is based on an aggregate of scaled marks in 
10 units of ATAR courses comprising: 
− the best two units of English 
− the best eight of the remaining units, which can 

include up to two units of Category B courses 
o Marks can be accumulated over a five-year period, but if 

a course is repeated, only the last satisfactory attempt is 
used in the ATAR calculation. 

o A scaled mark is calculated the year the course is 
completed. 
 



Board of Studies road map 
The Board of Studies provides a profile of how each 
student has performed in each course attempted. 

 



Moderation - example 
The following table (with figures rounded for simplicity) shows the school 
assessment marks, the examination marks and the moderated assessment 
marks obtained by a hypothetical group of six students who studied Modern 
History at Example High School. The rank order of the students on each set of 
marks is also given: 





ATAR road map  

•  a five stage process 

STAGE 1  

controlling for 
competition 

STAGE 2  
determining 

the aggregate 

STAGE 3  

Year 12 
percentiles 

STAGE 4  

Year 7 
percentiles 

STAGE 5  

truncate to  
nearest .05 



Stage 1 – controlling for competition 
 

For each course, examination marks and moderated assessments where available 
are averaged to produce a raw mark, which is changed into a scaled mark. 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
The scaling algorithm starts from the premise that a student’s position in a course 

depends on 
− how good they are at that subject, and 
− the strength of the competition. 
 
Scaling controls for the strength of the competition 
 

 

Exam mark 

Moderated 
assessment 

mark 

Raw mark  Scaled mark 



Stage 2 – determining the aggregate 

         For each student an aggregate mark is formed by adding 
together the scaled marks of 

 - the best two units of English 
 - the best eight units from the student’s remaining courses, 
   (no more than 2 units from Category B courses can be included) 

 

English English 1 unit 1 unit 1 unit 1 unit 1 unit 

Aggregate 

1 unit 1 unit 1 unit 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Year 12 students who are eligible for an ATAR are ranked on 
the basis of their aggregates. ATAR-eligible percentiles, which 
show the position of students relative to their ATAR cohort, are 
then determined for these aggregates. 
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Aggregate 

(76.9% of the 2014 ATAR cohort received an 
aggregate mark of 350 or less) 

Stage 3  ATAR-eligible percentiles 
 



Stage 4 – Year 7 percentiles 
In 2014, 55 482 students received 
an ATAR out of approximately 
80,000 students who started Year 7 
with them.  
 
To make NSW ATARs comparable 

to ATARs calculated in other 
states, students’ positions relative 
to the TOTAL cohort, including 
those who left before Year 10 and 
those Year 12 students who were 
not eligible for an ATAR, are 
calculated. 
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Stage 5 – determining the ATARS 

• When the position of each student relative to the full Year 7 cohort 
has been determined, the final step is to truncate these percentiles to 
the nearest 0.05, starting at 99.95. 

•  Here are some examples from the 2014 calculations. (Table A9) 
 

ATAR Range of Percentiles Lowest aggregate 

99.95 99.951-99.999 475.3 

99.50 99.501-99.549 454.0 

99.00 99.001-99.049 444.5 

98.00 98.001-98.049 431.2 



Bonus points 

• Regional 
• EAS 
• Elite athletes & 

performers 
•  Subject 
 



THINKING OF STUDY INTERSTATE 
& OVERSEAS? 

http://www.educationuk.org/global/ 
https://www.ucas.com/ 

 
http://www.internationalstudent.com/study_usa/ 
 
 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 

USA 

http://www.educationuk.org/global/
https://www.ucas.com/
http://www.internationalstudent.com/study_usa/
http://www.internationalstudent.com/study_usa/


Advice 
• Get educated first, 

specialise at post 
grad level. 

• When selecting 
subjects for YRS 
11-12, choose 
subjects you enjoy 
& are good at. 



 
 
 

Questions ? 



Where to go for more information 
• Report on the Scaling of the 2014 NSW Higher School 

Certificate 

• The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank in New South 
Wales:  A technical report 

• Frequently asked questions about the ATAR 

• University entrance requirements for 2018 (for Year 10 
students in 2015) 

http://www.uac.edu.au/publications/undergraduate/index.shtml 
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